Us and them —the secial and sailing
cockpits illustrated

Forallits good polnts, a corventional deck
saloon cruiser can be a complicated affair;
tlusters of winches around an angular
cockpit designed to cater for both sailors and
passengers in the seme smnall working area
The resultis ofien acluttered cockpit that's
tricky to operate without moving people
around each time vouwant totrirm or tack.
I'te new generationof Farr performance
erutisers, built by the Swedish BS1yard, aims
(o separate the workingareas of a modemn

boat without compramising on
performance To this end the main focus for
the Farr 525 isthe split-cockpit
configuration. The forwardmost cockpit is
posilioned where a centre cockpit would
normally be, bt in this case hasno lines
whatsoever. [t 15 a purely social cockpit.
Deen, comfortable, secure and within easy
access of the companionway steps thisarsa
is perfect for family cruising,

There are no control lines on the
coachroof and even the penoa sheets run
underthe deck as they pass this midships
area to prevent them from flogging close [o
passengers heads during manoeuvres.

Theafter cockpit is the sailing cockpit
and is equally cleverly arranged with twin
whesls and three winches positioned within
easy reach of helmsman and crew The twin
whesls allow easy access forward Lo the
mainsheet winch mounted on the
cenlreline as well as the genoa sheet
winches, while also providing a comfortable
and secure helming sosition from
whichever side vou prefer.

According to Peter Mortonof BSL part of
the original concept was to produce a boat
that could compete inevents on the [un
regatta circuit, such as Antigua and Cowes,
with just three or four experienced sailors
running he hoat. A further ten nan-sailing
[riends could then ride on the weather rail
and be a part of the racing without having
Lo play a ke role, The more I sailed the boat,
the more | felt confident that she satisfies
this brief.

Sailtrimming all happens back inthe
sailing cockpit while hoisting a cruising
chute or other similar operations take place
at the mast

From the helmsman's point of view she's
a beautiful boat to sail —well balanced,
responsive and rewanding. Upwind shell
slip along ar 6.5 knots in just 8-10 knots true
Crack her off a few degrees and even with
the skinny top to ker headsail opening out
and losing power, she can still hit 7+ knots.

Nips and tucks

The hull is based closely on that of the Farr
50 pilothouse but with a few nips, tucks and
strerches While the rudder has been moved
slightly and the deep-draught version is just
jcomm desper at-2.6m, the main

‘The main focus for the Farr 525 on deck is the split

cockpit configuration’



difference between the 525 and herolder
sister is in har rig, which iz built in carbon
with twinaft-swept spreaders

According to the basic spec.she
displaces around the same as her more
angular sistership and scts asimilar
amount of sail area, but with a taller mast
and & longer boom which create a more
efficient high aspect ratio format

Hull construction is slightly more
sophisticated than the 50 a vinylester
resinwith E-Glass and a Divinicell foam
core. Ararmid (bres are used insome of the
high load areas. Overall she appears to be
built to the same high standards as her
stablemates with beautifully finished
joiner work and an attention to detail
throughout that is typlcally swedish.

While her hull is a Farr dezign, Mark
Tucker's UK-based Design Unlimited haz
been responsiole for the deck layout,
styling and interiorarrangement. They
have taken 2 familiarstvle and tweaked (&t to
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achicve anuncanny feeling of space and
volume fora s4ft boat:

On the slant
Maple cabin sole, teak joiner work and the
rnixture of fabric and leather upholstery
give this yacht some unusual styling
Heowever, the angles and propertions
Tucker has employed are the mosl
distinctive trait. The saloon is set
diagonally across the boat, the galley has a
chicane-type walkthrough, which provides
additional worktop space and bracing
points.and the propertions of the two after
cabins, along with the headroom inthe
walkway through to them, is ingenlous.

The Farr 525 has two spacious heads and
even the engine room seems twice as large
as necessary. although with the watermaker
generator and other tems that will
doubtless end up here, the space will soon
get used up.

However, Tor all her decent proportions,
she does lack a dedicated nawv station, which
for e would he essential ona boat of this

size and eapability: Sittingon the end of a
sofa at the chart table has more thana
touch of camper van about it. Having said
that, anoption for a fully fitted, dedicated
nav station is availahle

Alsoon my shortlist of niggles was the
helght of the saloon seating which af
380mm above the rabin sole seemed on
the low side and the lack of a mirror on the
dressing table in the owner’s cabin

A pathetlc list of gripes | know. Even
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ON TEST

Above: the Farr’s saloon, with
its diagonal layout,isa
refreshing change. A

dedicated nav station is
available. Left: an impressive
owner's cabin forward with
spacious head and showesr
unit. Below: the chicane
walkthrough Is clever and
provides acres of work
surface as well as plenty of
places to brace yourself




when youadd them Lo the niggles of
limited stowage aft ondeck and alack of
cockpitlockers and cubby holes, they den':
appeartocarry any real weight when you
set them against the plus points such as the
ample stewage belew decks, the good
handhelds, her deep sump and the
tremendous amount of light in the saloon.

By the end of our trials the bottom line
was ahundant y clear tome, Whatever you
may think of herlooks or her price tap. the
525 exhibits a refreshing new approach that
rezlly does combine performance with
comlorl inalayaut that could well hecome
a template [orother madern erujsers,

Conclusions
Even if she was adog, which she cerrainky
isn t, this boat wouid still be worth a serious
look. To my mind herdeck layout is one of
the best-executed arrangements of its type
and makes salling fast fun. One person can
handle this boat with ease underway and
enjoy itinthe process.

inmy experience, most stress in family
satiling sterms from a poor layout on deckand
shabby sailing charactenstics. The resultis
often that the sailors feel out of contrel while
the passengers feel in the way and
vunerable, The 5255 layoul goes o lung way
o removing the anxlety in family sailing but
without compromising on performance. For
that alone she should be praised.

Hawing said that, she's not unigue, but
joins an excluzive band ofwell-conceived
cruisers, Lets hope she influences others,

MARTEN 49
Adine bow, slab-sided topsides, asleak, low
prefile coachrocf, a wide cockpit and an
open transom can make a boat look
fashionable, but beneath the aggressive
stvling there's a world ef difference between
those that look as if they'll go like the wind
and those that actually do. The Marten 49 s
among the latter

Injust Bao knots of true wind she slips
along at & Fhnots upwind. Crack her off and
she leaps to 8.5 knots as quickly as you can
trim to the new course, Sailing further off the
breeze and with herasymmetric spinnaker
flown from the retractable howsprit, she'll
maintain 85 knots in 10 knots true.

This may nol surprise anvone who has
just stepped offa contermporary soft racer
but thisisaboat that's aimed at what het
builders hope will bea new strainaf the
cruiser market. "We deliberately aveided the
expression cruiser/racer,” said Jamie Boag of
Ancasta Boat Salas, Marten's apents in Europe,
“We prefer to call hera sports cruiser.”

Designed by Reichel Pugh, the Marten 4¢
15 built by the Aucklznd, New Yealand-based
builders Marten Yachts, a company well
knowr for high-quality performance boats,
from superyachts such as Mari-Challl to
Ellen MacArthur's Open 60 Kingfisher.

“0ur target was to produce Lhe sailing
equivalent of a Porsche" explained Doag. A
boat that was perfectly engineered, reliable
and practical and with performance Lo
match, but also one that you could put the
family aboard and sail in the real warld”

Aside from her modern looks, the g9 has
hidden weapon that lies at the heart of her
impressive performance, her lifting keel, You
don't have to be a yacht designer teo
appreciate thit a 3 4 tonne bulb suspended
3.7m 12.14ft) below the waterline aboard a
baat that displaces only 0.5 tonnes inher

Open transom-styled cockpits are
becoming increasingly popular
aboard modern cruisers y

‘Our target was to create the sailing equivalent of a Porsche’



