Eirst__ 44.7

his Farr design prodocesd by Benelei
I puills all our proporiions aml “hal-
ances” back to the coenter or at least
what 1 see as the center, Maybe the Obl Man
conthl relate 1o this design. Mot surprisingly il
i o bzt bl B serve hoth cruisers and club
ricers. Are there Scompromises?" Anytime
youn put an interior in a racing boat it’s a com-
promise. Racers can be assured of perfonm-
ance because this model s based upon the
First 40,7, and that oot has enjoyed an envi-
able race record including an overall win in
the grecling Sydney-obar race.

As usual | get preity scant dawings (o
defie the real character of the boat’s hull
shape. Many designers and builders see this
s proprietary information and 1 can under-
stand this, S0 we will have 1o use our imagi-
mations und expenience. =

Looking al the photos | see o FI
maslernte holl form with a2 beood
stern amel o solt wm 1o the bilge
nft. Ends are short and the DYl
is 168, | don'l see any hollow
in the entry and BWL looks ¢ o
1 be rensonably beoad rela- f
tive 1o beam max. The -"I.f

shieer s near Mat and the  f) |
forefoot kouckle s just J’
clear of the cutwater, ¢/ |
T dralt options e 7 I.I-"" ST
Feet, | inch with 2 lemd = |

kel and B feet, 8 |
inches omd with an

iron keel, Given e /

wo differences in [ {
specific grmvity | [ e

wirtild suess that = )
stubiliny for ..‘" |
hoth models 5 0f i

about e same with
the extra douft of e
decp keel not being
enough o ke up for
the dron hallost, Lenad
weighs T2 pounds per
cubic oot while iron
weights 450 pounds
par cubie fool, | have
an iron keel on my boa
arl i's @ challenge o
keep paint on il The
rekler drawn on the
sailplan is deeper than
the lead keel so 1 sus-
peet there are twiv nid-
ders wvailubhle also.,
The interior is built
on an extensive GRP liner strocture that
forms wll the structural stiffeners and bilge
pang, The layow is pretty typieal with two
guarterberth staterooms afi and o Pullman-
stybed double berth forwand, The owner's
““"‘-« et is all the way forward amd neither
head hos o separate shower sl
The galley is small. 1T you
\\-ll.u.lm:l the sink, fee box hd

and range areas from the
overall galley countertop
“footprint” there s very
little clear counter spewe

3 left, The noy stnion is
\ generous and forward
1ol the nae station there

is a countertop that |
suppose will be nse-

ful but 1 con't think

| fiowr whiant. All saloon
seating is around the
dinee o starbowrd
and there is a small
centerline seat. The
OWner's  SLermem
liwvks very vomlon-
wble o hos o small
selee o porl. As
pattal,  Henetean's
joimerwork  detoils
ook marvelous in
what looks w me
like @ satin-wvar-
nished cherry finish.
The rig is the stan-
dord  Troctwmal ng
with double, swept
sprcilers, The SAD
s 2103, That s more
[ than envugh For most
.|'| erumsers, There ane rig
eplicns for mcers that

\'u

- inchule cither doubde
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or triple  spresder
tapered  spars  ond
Dryform rigging
along with o carbon
spinnaker pole.

The deck plan shows a large cockpil
with a minimal swim step on the ramsom,
There are coamings forward and a conven-
ient, recessed seating area for the helms-
man. The wheel is huge and | would puess
from the photos ghour T2-inches in dume-
ter, The wheel is mounted on o lurge con-
sole and recessed into the bottom of ithe
cockpit. The traveler is directly forwird of
the wheel. Side decks are wide und there
are genoa tracks Tor overlapping headsails,
Al lines are led aft (o stoppers aml winch-
es Manking the companionway, There are
lots ol hutches For ventiltion.

1 like o boat you can race once amnd a
while. Sure PHRF will give any boat o -
ing bt it's o fun o race o pig regandless of
the rating. While you may “win” on correct-
ed time the party will be over before you
finish. 1t does intle good 1o know where
go if you can’t get there, The Fiest 4.7
looks like o good dusl-purpose boat 1o me,

71" (Standard), 88" (Optional);
Displacement 20,126 1bs.; Ballast 8,047
Ibs. {Standard), 7,518 Ibs. (Optional]; Sail
Araa 1,032 sg. fl; SAD 21.03; DL 168;
/B 3.36; Awdliany Volvo 2040; Fuel 57
qgaks.; Water 222 gals.

Beneteau USA, 1313 Wes! Hwy 76,
Marion, 5C 28571, (843) 629-5300,
www. beneleauusa.com,

QBE: $252,000
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