Coolgﬁon 50

Hacer-cruiser
N Gther's  ensing bawt, Mick
Cookson, of Cookson Boats
Mew Zealand, wonted o new meer-croiser
Feor himsell and he started with the iden tha
i S0- Tt versian of o Transpae 52 might be
o ogood way 1oogo. But withoot the con-
straims of the TPA2 box rale he imagined
whint wontld Tappen i you marvied o swing
kel o the basic TPS2 huall form ot an LOA
of 50 feet, Afler considering other radical
go-Fast ideas Mick swung back toward
what he calls 1 “more conservative go-Tast
bl Mick calls this o “seriously guick
high-performance  production  50-foater,”
The Farr design office did the design work,
The primary consideration in going with
the canting keel was cost. With a very high
aspect rtio canting Fin supporting the lead
ballast you would vsually add some type of
Posrwanred Toi] o prowidie the 1 vou lost with
ihe canting keel, To save money, Mick weni
with n trimt tib on the canting keel ani
restricted the canting angle 1o 35 degrees.
s reduced the trovel of the canting ram
and furthier helped o reduce cost, By elim-
inatinge 10 forward Foils drag was reduced
and this allowed Fare todesign o
thicker keel fin that could be
procluced inoa less expensive 7
allow und produce more [ift.
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inches. The dapeerlike rui-
wher hiade is ulwut 75- pereent
of the keel fin area, There is
enough averbang aft (o pre-
wenl the 50 from deagging its
tramsenn i light air, In TP&2-
stvle (he trnsom is cut off
vaertically, This maximizes
deck epace while maximiz-
ing sailing length, There jx
mayhe O inches of averhang
ab e bow, 1 ocon't tell mwch
whout hull shope from the

plan amd prralile views, | sus-
pect the BWL is norros and

the mon s quite et The
sheer shows ahout one and o
half inches of spring and the
trangom has no camber at all, This will be o
very fast boat at its very best blast reaching
with the keel canted all the way. | would
guess that sarling upwind the Keel will nol
be camted 1o the full 35 degrees and in Twet
will be kepl a5 vertical ns conditions allow
i ander to maximize T, The trim tab will
hetp with this,

Wou can chose from two interior ayouts
and both look pretty comly toome, The dil-
ference ix wheiher you wam sincked pipe
quarerherths or fixed double l|I.|I.lII'|f'I'|'IE'ﬂ|:I'k

and one bead or fwo, The saloon arramge-

ment fs lixed and desigoed around e

trunk for the canting keel that i< below

the athwartships leg of the dinette.
\ The “hase hoat™ layoul with its
\\\ stucked pipe berths is more
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\\ suited o meing. ALl the
\ nternal stroctures are car-

\ bon  and  E-plass over
\ i with eposy. With
\ the well-laid oul  and
y lorge palley, aned over-

'-II giped heads, both ol

! these layouts showld
; _:5,|_—-—'F be suitable for crois-
p o ing. Boats like this
| e usually semi-cus-
|I tom anyway so ['m
certtin Mick would
I| entertain inlerior
[ muodifications  so
| long a8 the saloon
s led alone
The deck Livout is
a b combining
raeing and croising
needs. There is o
loww anld shaont cowk-
et comiening forwiand
that  will  prowvide
sOmE security when
sintimg fowrword wnd
wlswn relp keep some
water out of  the
cockpil. The sleer-
ing wheels are well

forward in the cockpit and the moinsheet
traveler is aft of the wheels. The side decks
are brosod and clean with o small oerail (trip
alrip) forward so the Toredeck man has ol
lemst an illusion of security when changing
sails, My complaint with this deck layout is
that there are only three himehes and thae
includes the companionway hateh and the
hateh ull the way in the stern, There s mo
hateh over the head and no opening ports,
There is no hatch over the saloon area, ['d
like to wee o few more hatches sprinkled
aroumd the deck Tor better ventilation.

The rig is an all carbon Fractiomal-1ype
with douhle swept spreaders with o sweep
angle of 22 degrees, This is a lal bot 1 ean'l
imagine this boat sailing much with the
wind aft of 13} degrees apparent so inter-
ference with the mainsail will not be a
problem, This amount of sweep eliminates
the need for runners. The bowspreit is
retrnctable amd the asymmerrical chmne is
Mown frame the masthesd, Thiere i abouat
12 inches of rouch overlap on the 12mm
Vectran backstay, The SAMY is 361, That
should perk the old man up, “Hey Daul,
wake up, we're doing 16 knos”

A satling writer asked nie recently 16
define “motorsailer” It might as well have
been “eruising boat,” The old definitions
don’t work anvmore, A cruising boaot s oo
bt yon eruise in: Period. Mick Cookson
will be ahle tooeruise on by just ahoat all the
other crulsers oul there in this Si-Tooter,

LOA 50 LWL 45'6"; Beam 14'3", Drafl
810" Displacement 15,432 Iha ! Batlast
6,600 s, Sall Area 1,345 50, it SAD
34.61; DL 73.14; LB 3.52; Auxiliary
Yanmar 4JH3CE 56-hp; Fuel 56 ga's.;
Water 105 gals.

TP Cookson Beats Lid., 59 Hillside
Road, Glenbald, Auckland, Mew Zaaland,
64-3 444 9915, www.cooksonboats.co.nz.

OBE: $750,000

Uher st Estimale of ihe soliwary price




