DECKEYE VIEW: SUPERMAXI

The Leopard that can

This is one feline that definitely purrs,
reports Kevin Green, from the deck of the
newest 98ft carbon rocketship.
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THE 10 KNOT northeastery breeze hlew across a rel-
atively quiet Sydoey Harbour as Leopard sliced
through the flat water doing & shade under 12 knots.
Mot guite ideal conditions for the new 98ft canting
keeled carbon rocketship. “In anything above 12
knoks, we're the fastest boat around,” skipper Chris
Sherlock told me as we powered up after tacking near
the Opera House.

[t Avstralian-baile and Farrdesigned supermaxd
had retumed for the Sydney-Hobart mace. It was also
4 good opportunity o have the Jocally
built systems serviced after her maiden race, the
Fastnet, which she won convincingly afier follow 98
footer Alfa Romes gave up the chase with
mainsall problems.

It was also a homecoming for Perth-born Sherlock
whi has worked with owaer and property developer
Mike Slade for the past 16 vears. The new boat is the
latest incarnation, huilding on the expericnce of the
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bwo previous super maxis - Oeean Leopard {1988-
1995 and Leopard of Lorpdon [2000-2008), Like itz
predecessors, (G is aiming at top-level race sponsor-
ship, day charters in the Solent and charters in the
Caribhean - where it is hesding after Sydney to race at
Antigua Week and the Newpaort Bermuda Race,

Skipper Chris Sherlock said cwner Mike Slade had
avery suceesstul five years racing Leepard of London
competitively in worldwide pvents and the yachr also
had proved io be a great business tool for corporane
and charter work. but technology had moved on:*The
new breed of 30m racing yachts have canting keels
and are a lot faster than a fixed keel vacht so Mike
decided to upgrade ta remaln competitive on the rac-
ing and charter circults.”

Deckeye view

(n board. the crew busied themselves around the
wide cockpit to conteod the miles of running rigging as
skipper Chris ducked between the twin wheels. The
beamy design, at 6.8m is nearly 2m wider than the
Reichel Pugh 98 footers, is designed for high-speed
affshore sailing, It features a hard chine, similar 1o
some of the Volva 70s, that runs aft for two-thirds of
the carbon hull, As the wind increased and the 46.9m



change its spots..

rig heeled over, Chnsstabbed at the control panel
above the windward steering wheel w cant the
S keel a few notches on the LED readouts, and
immediately the boat sat up and speed increased.
Further trimming is also available vie water bal-
last with six tnnnes deployed aft to lift the bow in
[iist-running conditions, probably useful, when
the hull is desipned for speeds of 30 knois plus,
Earlier the starboard canard button had been
pressed on the leeward console o activate the
pinch rallers that lowered it down to ghve forward
stability, On deck, noise levels were much less
than I've experienced on some of the other 98
frters such as Wild Qs X1, desplte the fact that
the main Yanmar engine would increase revs as
thie hydraulics were required. The muted thuds of
the main engine was spiced with the whirr of the
big Lewar 120 mainsheet grinder and the cracking
of the backstay tensloning winch as we tacked our
wity toavards Manly,

On the helm
Taking over the helm from Chris, with the keel
fully deployed, [setted mysell 1o get the feel of

this amaring boat. The tell tails were a very long
way away and the Windex up in the clouds, it
seemed, But there was plenty of instrumenta-
tion thanks to messrs Brookes and Gatehouse,
a5 | peered ahead 1o check the mast-mounted
BE&G jumbos, which read out 119 knots of boat-
speed in the 10 knot breeze, as [ hardened up on
the wind to 38° True. The carbon wheeal was
light and it didn't feel like it was a 98 footer, al
least unil peering forward to see the end of the
15 foot bowsprin, to check all was clear ahead for
a tack, The hig bowsprit was designed to cope
with huge 1000 sq m asymmetric spinnakers,
Chris said, and ro allvw sufficient separation of
the 843 sq m upwind sail plan. As [ cranked the
wheel over for a rack near Sydney Heads,
Leopard effortlessly responded to murning the
big single rudder. Beside me. the windward
backsray winch whirred quickly as crewman
Paul tensioned the rig. Heading back down the
harbour, a reaching sail was rolled out inside
the forestay and the upwind headsail changed
for a No2 reaching sail. An important aspect of
the day was for the crew (o test some of the lat-

OPPODSITE PAGE:
The Farr designad
FEF-supermaxi on
thie harkour in
Decsmber 2007

ABOVE,

Wide beam and
plenty of strength
built into the carbon
hull make the canting
keier a formidabie
offshore recer.
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Leapard will hawe bwe |
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CREMEr TBCEr ang
the lateras al ke yacht, Far iy wsil, she
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with below decks divided info three miain ana
The open forwarn ¢ all the recing gear
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i section comprised of the
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5 undad by p nats for the 20-raca cresw, But ;m
her other role, Tere will be space for 12 guests in theee
tolibke cabng, leasriolsyy fitbed theoughout with layoufs
ey K2 Fraivekh Design
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es1 North Salls wardrobe that had been delivered.
The Mo 2 reacher was hanked on oo the forestay
before hoisting, something that créw boss Paul
standbridge said was all part of the heavier air setup
of the vig. It didn't take Leopard long o power back
down the harbour at 15 knots phus and what seemaed
like a veryquick afternoon was coming to an end. As
we prepared (o drop the sails, Chris ook over
and pybed Leopard, bringing the huge hblack
Southern Spars boom across the deck, An impres-
sive [noking piece of work, it has five sets of brack
ets interconnected with lazy jack lines, similar to
those used on Marl Cha [V, for ease of stowing the
carbon mainsail

But the excitermnent wasnll gquite inished and
approaching the Harbour Bridge was interesting, as
wi headed for Woolwich Dock. Cleamnce fram the
top of Leopards mast and the lowest part of the
bridge seemed minimal from my stance on the
wide stern, as | laoked across at Chris on the helm.
“We've anly ot only 2m clearance,” he said. Pretty
fine toleramce, like evervthing else onhoard the
impressive supermaxi. =
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DECKEYE VIEW

TOP: Clearance s
48m under the
Sydney Harbour
bridge and Leopard’s
mast reaches to
A46.9m.

ABOVE: The stern
navigation and crew
area also has a
separate hatch for
ACCEEE.

LEFT: The spacious
saloon on Leppard
which will include
extra cahin space for
12 guests
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