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- FASTEST CHARTER YACHT

By Gy Waddilove

In racent years Australian boat buslders heve baen
at the forefront on the world's large-yacht racing
circuit. Dame Ellen MacArthurs trimaran 880 with
which she became the fastest parson ta single
handad non-stop circumnavigate the glabe in 2005
was built at Boatspeed in Gosford, a5 was the
Yolvo 70 Talefonica movistar Nevilla Crichton's very
succassful maxi-racer Alfa Romeo was built at
MecConaghy Boats in Mona Valz, NSW, as was the
more recantly launched maxi-racer Wild Qats X7
which took ling hanours in the last two Sydney
Hobart rates

It is no surgeise then that Mike Slades Oeean
Iaring project maragemant and racing team looked
1o Australia when they wese plasning what they are
bl &5 “the fastest charter hoat in tha warld’
Dcean Marine, sincs the late B0's, has had a histary
of building and operating a sernes of yachts that can
poth race compettvely and provide luxury craiging,
with each yacht syrpagzing har predecessor in both
parformance and lusury, eoeand, currently in busld
at MicConaghy Boats, 5 the latest in the line and
promizes not to disappoint
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Because the
vacht will be
taking cruiging charers
az well a5 undertaking a race
campakgn, the hull reeds to have
more volume for accommodation than her
dedicated racing peers. To be compatitive on tha
MaAxi-racing Circuil it is negessany 1o be able to shift
the yacht's ballast by way of a canting keal. When
the keel is canted to one side, lateral resistance
which 15 the ability to oppose the side forces
penerated by the sails, 15 decrensed considerably
To counter the rasultant leeward drift, an extra foil
or rudder 15 added, and in the case of Wid Oats X5,
Alfa Romen and many of the other latest genaration
maxi-racers, this foil is locatad on the cantre ling of
the yacht in front of tha keel. Configuring the
undareeatar hull in this way requires a narmow
beamed hull form, which did not really achieve what
tne Deean Manne team wanted in terms of volumea
To tacklz this issue Farr Yacht Desion was enlisted
and @ wide beamed hull shape similar 2 the Yol
Gean 70 (VO70) round the world recng yechts was

tesigned
Thi VO70s have
canting keals but
overcomea the leeway problem
with twe centre-board Tike foils, one on
either side of the boat, that can be dropped down
or litted depending on which point of sail the yacht
13 on. [hig configurabion allows for & much wider
hull form than the single foil and therafore greater
internal volume, Another feature that Fam has
mcorporatad oo the dasign to optimise
parformance are ballast tanks in the transom. The
fanks can be filled with sic tonnes of water 1o lift
e bow in fast downwind conditions

Continuing tha Volvo Ocean Race influance, and to
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madulus carbon fibre mast and

boom which will also be shippad

ta England for stepping

Star

ding ngging 15 1o be FEO

from Future Fibres, Using high

perfarmance fitwe PEO in place of more waditions
staidass steal mitrome rod rigging will save an
estimated 75 peroent on the standing rigging
welght. =ails are being built oy Morth LK. The sails
have been developed by Morth’s Performance
Resnurce Geoup, who also design for the SAA
Oracle Americas Cup campaign, Leopsd® will carry
& sail arza of B43sq.m upwind and 1,604sq.m

o.m Ad spirnaker

flossrs froem the 4.5 carbon bowe sprit, Wind tunne

testing is being carried out 8l Auckland Uni

Brgity 1o

optimise tha profiles of the laminated carbon fibre

o

il and reaching sails
After finz! sail irials in England, Leopand?5 first

competitie outing will be the Round the Island
|

sla of Wight| in June. The following 13

3

will be dedicated solely o racing. taking in

the Rolex Fastnet Race, the Maxi Yacht Aolex Cup
in Sardinia, the Vioiles de St Tropez in Franca, the
Sydney Hobart Race, Antigua Sailing Week and tha

Mewport to Bermuda Race. [ aneardTwill not be
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charening In this period so the full cruising interor
will not be fitted until 2004, atter which she wil

take
far

on chartanng cammitments in the Canbbear

winter and race

charters and corporate day

sailing oa the south coast of England for the

summaer, The interior, when added, is expectad 1o

acd only asound 300-400 kg to the yacht's weight
Farr Yacht Design is fovecasting 3 maximum spaed
r gxcess of 35kts in the right conditions, and in

lighter winds Farr predict that Lecparad@ will be

sasily capable of sailing at double the wind spesd
The maxi-racers Wilkd (ars X Alfs Romeo, Skandia

and aximus will be the main competition for

LEMaras

team hope that Leapard3s larger

offshore sait plan, and the fact that thay have & tw
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will grve them an adoe over thair competitors

particularly in the longer ofishore races

an Marnine 1z actively looking for sponsorship for

e race ] ArErme

offshore




