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"There is a “healthy” amount of sail area piled onto the tall wing-
mast, and the deck spreader rig configuration, now common on
Open 60s, provides a low center of gravity while allowing wide
sheeting angles for reaching headsails.

To save weight and eliminate potential gear failures, PREs
project manager, Gregoire Metz, says they've eliminated deck
hardware wherever possible. “For example, we've avoided hav-
ing headsail car tracks, and instead have fixed points with loops,
ropes, and rings.” Riow’s team also crafted many of the blocks
and hardware themselves, wherever it was cost-effective.

The semi-circular mainsail track and central utility winch dic-
tate PRE's cockpit design. This arrangement centralizes weight,
simplifies line management, and provides a protected working
space for Riow. All halyards and eontrol lines run aft from the
mast through a belowdecks tunnel, led 1o a bank of 14 clutches,
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As was also the case with the Volvo 70s, much of the
belowdecks secrecy surrounds the elaborate internal structure,
“The mast, keel, and canards are all really close together and it's
complicated structural arrangement,” says Schmicker, *These
three elements link together to get the lightest, most efficient
structure possible”

As much as the designers have had their say, the latest PRE is
considered Riow’s vision of what he feels is a reliable all-sround
boat. And in terms of potential, Metz is confident they'll see
speeds as high as 35 knots. Such a number means nothing in dis-
tance racing, however it’s the pace. “The average should be 23 to
25 knots, which is a very good pace for a singlehander,” says Metz.
“Those are the speeds that three-guarters of the sailors around
the world will never achieve™

~DAVE REED
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