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Fresh Out of the Box

With box rules working for the America’s Cup Class and TP52s, the USA takes a crack at a TP65

WHILE THE RISING TP52 FLEET
launched & scintillating season in
the Med, the first stirrings of a Transpac
63 group were seen in the U5, with Eu-
ropean builds figunng in the umor mill
and reason 1o wonder why
The onginal Transpac 52 was conceived
as am ideal vehicle [or the great downwing
race of that narme, Los Angeles o Honoluly
But despite successful examples on the Pa-
cific Coasl, the fleet has had its strongest
reception in Europe, where it has been pa-
tronized by the king of Spain and recon-
ceived for day racing and short coastal
races in the regions predominantly light
breeze. Thus the Transpac 52 became the
IP32, and this vears thind season of the Breit-
ling MedCup has 23 of these $2 million ha-
bies going head to head, with the majority
of their crews commuting from Valencia. The
birthnght and the destiny don't match up,
and that makes it reasonable to wonder about

the destiny of vet another box-nule class at
a dlifterent length.

The Storm Trysail Transpac 63 box rule
was initiated by the Stomm Trysail Club and
the Transpacific Yacht Club, with consider-
able work from designers Bill Tripp, Alan
Andrews, and Bruce Nelson, to create a
seakindly, primarily offshore boat, Tt has since
evalved into a full-on Grand-Prx weapon
much more like a pumped-up 52

What's going on? North Sails VP Ken
Read, one of the instigators of the STP 63,
explains: “The boat is not a compromise:
compromises don't have shell life, The
TP52 class members built their boats be-
cause they will always have resale value—
because they're fun; because they're a
blast to sail.”

Read points out that the cost associated
with campaigning such boats is not in de-
signi-and-burild but in runmning them, and this
is why the 65 has ewer crew for it size than

the 52. Designwise, the significant difference
is alifting keel. Racing, the STP 65 will have
a dralt of 15 feet, 9 inches, but for access
to shallow harbors, the keel can reteact 1o
just under 11 feet

The first 5TP 65, Roger Sturgeon's Farr-
designed Resebud, took class honors in
her lirst regatta, Swan 601 owner Jim
Swariz has signed with Reichel Pugh for
& 63, and Ken Read speaks of others over
the harizon,

Rosebud faced her first veal 1esi in: the
Transpac this July, just pwo years after the
notion was bom., Her program manager, Mal-
colm Park, who grew up racing his fathers
beats to Hawail, says, “We were ripping down
the Molokal Channel at 25-plus knous,
This is where the TP52 excelled, but the class
had moved away It seemed obvious: Cre-
ate a box rule for a fast 65-footer that en-
courages offshore sailing while preserving
agility for inshore =ailing." & James Boyd

18 SAILMAGAZINE.COM AUGUST 2007

PHOTD B¥ STEVE LEE



